
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 5 August 2021] 

 p2429a-2429a 
Mr Reece Whitby 

 [1] 

RACING INDUSTRY — CONTRIBUTION 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [9.13 am]: I rise to update the house on the 
McGowan government’s commitment to ensuring the future security and success of the Western Australian racing 
industry. It is important to recognise the economic and social impact that the WA racing industry has on our state. 
The significance of the WA racing industry should not be underestimated. As an industry, its economic contribution 
to the state is over $821 million, with over $620 million in direct expenditure. As a broad-scope employer, there 
are over 24 400 active participants in the industry and full-time equivalent employment of over 7 300 individuals. 
Major racing events have the ability to attract thousands of people to small country towns, and it is estimated that 
for every dollar spent on course, a further 84¢ is spent off course, making it a key contributor to the tourism industry 
and small businesses alike in regional WA. As one of the largest country racing precincts in the world, with 47 out 
of 50 race clubs located in regional areas, it is estimated that the state’s racing industry provides over $317 million 
in direct and flow-on value-added impacts for regional Western Australia. 
In recent weeks I have had the pleasure of attending some of these regional race meetings in the Kimberley and the 
Pilbara, and I can personally attest to the local community engagement that racing provides. Indeed, many regional 
race clubs operate through the generous time and dedication of volunteers. The role these race clubs have as a source 
of true community connection is priceless, enhancing both individual and community wellbeing. On average, 
260 community organisations and charities are financially assisted by the WA racing industry, and over 150 community 
organisations share race club facilities and resources. 
As the house is aware, the sale process of the WA TAB was well underway when COVID-19 impacted Racing and 
Wagering Western Australia and Tabcorp in mid-March 2020. As a result, the sale of the TAB was put on hold and 
all parties agreed to re-engage at a later date. The state government has made no further decisions at this point. We 
are examining the options in relation to the future of the TAB. Any potential sale will only be in the best interests of 
the WA taxpayers and the long-term interests of the racing industry. The state government will ensure that the racing 
industry will be consulted ahead of any final decision. Finally, I applaud RWWA for continuing its commitment 
to actively manage and drive performance of the WA TAB business in the long-term interest of the WA racing 
industry throughout the process. 
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